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ICRC – Horizon scanning



ICRC – Key challenge

There will be no 
smoking gun
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BWC - Process
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BWC – Horizon scanning

Photo courtesy of Richard Guthrie



BWC – Key challenge

Importance of 
translating for 

audience



Biosecure

Biosecu.re

http://Biosecu.re


Biosecure - Process

https://royalsociety.org/topics-policy/projects/biological-toxin-weapons-convention/
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Biosecure – Key challenge

Seeing the wood 
for the trees



Biosecure – Science advice
Why…
• Have a science advice process?
• change existing arrangements?

Who…
• Should be involved?
• Should govern it?
• Should fund it?
• Should support it?

https://royalsociety.org/topics-policy/projects/biological-toxin-weapons-convention/

https://royalsociety.org/topics-policy/projects/biological-toxin-weapons-convention/


https://royalsociety.org/topics-policy/projects/biological-toxin-weapons-convention/

What…
• Should it include?
• Format should it adopt?
• Should be the target audience?

How…
• Should output be structured?
• Will all views be included?
• Could success be measures?

Biosecure – Science advice

https://royalsociety.org/topics-policy/projects/biological-toxin-weapons-convention/
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When…
• Should it meet & how often?
• During BWC work programmes?

Where…
• Should it be based?
• Should it meet?

Biosecure – Science advice

https://royalsociety.org/topics-policy/projects/biological-toxin-weapons-convention/
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FHI - Process
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FHI – Horizon scanning
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FHI – Key challenge
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Value of a 
methodology

https://elifesciences.org/articles/30247
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iGEM 



iGEM - Process



iGEM – Horizon scanning
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iGEM – Key challenge



Key challenges
•Trends not individual advances
•Audience must understand output 
•Focus on most relevant developments
•Strong science advice process
•Structured methodologies
•Global action to address global challenges



Thanks to our funder

http://www.openphilanthropy.org/

http://www.openphilanthropy.org/
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